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SUBJECT:    "Sunflowers,  a  Source  of  Oil" .. .Information  from  the  Office  of  Foreign 
Agricultural  Relations,  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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You've  seen  gardens  that  have  sunflowers  In  them.    Big  yellow  blossoms  with 
their  faces  always  toward  the  sun. .  ."but  have  you  ever  seen  a  field  of  sunf lowers? 
Acres  of  them? 

They're  a  commercial  crop,  you  know.    Not  so  important  in  this  country  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  world.    The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  in  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  says  that  more  sunflower  seed  was  grown 
last  year  than  ever  before.    We  grow  only  a  small  part  of  the  world  production  in 
the  United  States... and  we  use  our  production  mostly  in  poultry  feed.    But  a  major 
part  of  the  world  crop  goes  into  oil. 

If  you  were  a  Russian  or  Balkan  homemaker,  chances  are  you'd  have  used  sun- 
flower seed  a  lot  in  cooking.    Because  before  the  war,  the  sunflower  held  first 
place  as  an  oil-bearing  crop  in  the  Soviet  Union.    It  was  also  a  principal  crop  in 
some  of  the  Balkan  countries. 

The  edible,  or  cold-pressed,  oil  from  sunflower  seed  is  pale  yellow.     It  has 
a  pleasant  flavor.    Bland.    And  it's  used  largely  to  make  margarine  and  compound 
lard.    It's  also  good  as  a  salad  and  cooking  oil. 

The  hot-pressed  oil  is  reddish  yellow. ..and  goes  into  soap  and  toilet  prepara- 
tions, into  lubricants,  paint  and  varnish  and  it's  used  some  to  treat  wool.  So... 
you  see ... sunf lower  seed  oil  is  used  very  much  like  our  peanut,  cottonseed  and 

other  vegetable  oils. 

After  the  war  started,  world  production  of  the  seed  shot  up  about  65  percent. 
Most  of  the  increased  production  came  in  South  America. . .Argentina,  Chile,  and 
Uruguay,  with  the  accent  on  Argentina.    Whether  or  not  sunflower  3eed  oil  will  con- 
tinue on  its  upward  trend  in  post-war  international  trade  depends  a  lot  on  the  cost 
of  production.  But  having  access  to  the  oil  during  these  war  years  lias  been  a  help 
to  the  United  Nations  and  to  some  of  the  neutral  countries  of  Europe. 
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